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Do Children Bother You When You Preach?
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Lucky Guy

On her golden wedding anniversary, my
grandmother revealed the secret of her
long and happy marriage. "On my wedding day, I decided to choose ten of my
husband's faults which, for the sake of our
marriage, I would overlook," she explained. A guest asked her to name some
of the faults. "To tell the truth," she replied, "I never did get around to listing
them. But whenever my husband did
something that made me hopping mad, I
would say to myself, 'Lucky for him that' s
one of the ten. " ,

"1<Me is patient, Iongsuf6ng, kin<l"-1 Cot 13

The Stork Brought It
-and other bits of wisdom
The children of Family Circus were in a
livel y di scussion about babies. Two truths
were unleashed by the little "experts."
"Storks don ' t bring babies. They come
UPS." And, "Babies are connected to their
mothers by a biblical cord." Good insight!
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When a man opens the car door for his
wife, you can be sure of one thing:
either the car is new or the wife is.
A perfect wife is one who helps the
husband with the dishes. (Remember,
no husband has ever been shot
while he was doing dishes.)
New mother to friend: "He's eating solids
now- keys, bits of paper, pencils ... "
A boy asked his father, "I heard that
in some parts of Africa a man doesn't
know his wife until he marries her.
Is that true?" Dad: "That happens
in most countries, son."
A man is seldom as smart as his mother
thinks, or as dumb as his mother-in-law

says. Someone else said, "No man
is really successful until his mother-inlaw admits it."
~ Another reason for unhappy marriages
is that men can't fool their wives like
they could their mothers.
~ Love is one long sweet dream,
and marriage is the alarm clock.

On occasion, I am asked the questions, "Can you reall y see what is going on ' in the
pews,'" and "Do babies and little children bother you when you are preaching?" The
answers to these two questions are "yes" and "no," " Yes," [ can see what is going on,
and "No," the kids do not really bother me. I reme mber what Tom Holland told us
young preacher students when we were in "Preparation and Deli very of Sermons" at
Freed-Hardeman Un iversi ty, "What woul d you do if you were two years old, and
everyone and everything around you was bigger th an you? You would twist around,
and crane your neck, and fidget all over the place to see what was going on!"
Besides, to me, babies and li ttle childre n represent the future of the church.
They say to visi tors that this congregation has a bright future, at least in potential. As
Wimpy Jones said, "I would rather hear babies crying than old men snoring." All of us
have been "there" at one time or another, and we can all sympathi ze with a mother or
father when they are doing their best to control a little child in worship, a child that
cannot understand why we are doing this or that, or why that fell a (name ly, me) is
speaki ng longer than a TV cartoon segment (about fifteen minutes).
As parents, we need to have as our goal the development of our children's
love for God . We can do thi s by teaching them why and how to worship God. Following are some excellent suggesti ons that we can use to involve our children in wors hip
and he lp them in understanding what it means to worship God. (I am indebted to John
Vaughn for the idea of this article, as we ll as for these following suggestions. 1 am
indebted to my wife fo r instilling within our boys the behav ior they hopefully exhibit
in worship. She almost always had this task alone, as 1 was up preaching!)
PREPARE THE CHILD. Before Sunday, tell the m what wi ll be going on in
worship, and why we sing, pray, preach, give, and partake of the Lord 's Supper.
INVOLVE THE CIDLD. When we sing or read the Bible, help him locate
the song/passage in the book. The n, point out the words as we sing/read.
SIT CLOSE UP. Some may think that they need to sit in the bac k so as not
to di sturb others. There may be times fo r this (e.g., sickness), but why not sit up at the
front so he can see and hear what is goi ng on in the worship?
E XPRESS JOY IN W ORSHIPPING GOD. Children wi ll pick up on the
attitudes you have in worshi p, and will imitate the m, good or bad. I have observed that
worship patterns (frequency of attendance, singing or non-singing, etc.) are readil y
imi tated by children as they grow up.
BE PATIENT. A child is not an adult, and should not be expected to act as
an adult. Help him worship God on his level of understanding.
- Don Williams. Killen. Alabama

Just Play Dumb (or Dad's Trick #44)
In January 1992, at I :00 a.m., one very tired mom (me!) heard a cough. I bolted from
my sleep to a stand'ing/running position and in one leap made it to the bathroom and
flipped on the light to find my 6-year old daughter sitting on the edge of the tub. The
stuff from her tummy was all over the floor, the lid of the toilet, and
herself. I proceeded to clean the floor and surrounding areas, then
prepared to wash Sarah. As I turned on the shower,
Sarah said, "Mom," with a wrinkl ed nose and
a hesitant voice, "I threw up on Collett too."
Collett is her 9-year-old sister, who happens
to share the bed. I closed the curtain and ran
to see. 1 met Collett in the hall way, and she
said Sarah had thrown up on her. I turned on
the bedroom light and muc h to my amazement, there was the dreaded sight of Sarahl s
dinner on fi ve blankets, two pillows, two
sheets, a baby blanket, and Collett's pajamas. 1
bundled it all up into the bottom sheet and
placed it at the back door. 1 put fresh bedding on the
bed and placed a bucket beside Sarah, then I crawled
back in my own bed. At whi ch time, my wellcovered, half-asleep husband inquired, "What's wrong?"
"She looketh well to the ways oF he, househo lq .. : - P,ove,bs 3127

