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“BigBoysDon’t Cry”

Allen Webster

Bibles that Jesus wept. Does that mean He was a “Sisse?”’

No. One has to consider the reason for the tears. Are they
tears of weakness or strength? Of fear or compassion? Jesus was a
man of sorrows, acquainted with grief (Isa. 53:3), and He wept on
three occasions. Each time He left us the right example.

JESUS WEPT AT LAZARUS TOMB (Jn. 11:35). The shortest
verse of the Bible says a lot! It says the Great Physician had good
“bedside manners.” Jesus could overturn moneychanger tables when
necessary, but He also knew how to show He cared. Mary said the
same thing to Jesus her sister had earlier said (11:21,32), but Jesus
reacted differently. With practicdl Martha, He discussed reasonable
facts and helped her heart through her head. With emotiond Mary
(she was crying), He groaned in spirit’, was troubled, and wept. He
helped her through commiseration. As we help people grieve, we
should dedl with different personalities in different ways. Jesus knew
Mary needed somebody to care about her pain. She had lost a brother,
and her heart was break| ng, so, even though He was abouit to resurrect
Lazarus, He “wept? with those that wept” (Rm. 12:15; Job 30:25). He
illustrated the Jewish proverb:

Among those who stand, do not sit;
Among those who sit, do not stand;
Among those who laugh, do not weep;
Among those who weep, do not laugh.

s o we tdl little boys when they fdl. Then they read in their

Experience brings sympathy. Wandering disguised one night in Lon-
don, King Harry V11l was arrested by watchmen who did not believe
he was the king. They put him in the Poultry Compter without fire,
food, or candle. Upon liberation he granted thirty chaldrons of cods
and some bread for al night prisonersin that place. Chrigt, having lost
adear friend to death, can understand our sorrows. He is touched with
the feding of our infirmities (Heb. 4:15; Psa. 35:13,14) and is the
perfect intercessor for us when we pray to our Father to comfort the
bereaved (Heb. 7:25). Thisworld would be better if, instead of putting
othersin their place, we more often tried putting ourselvesin the place
of others. Those who have fdt afliction, doubt, sickness, and tempta-
tion are more gpt, and better equipped, to console those in a smilar
condition (2 Cor. 1:3,4; 1 Pet. 3:8). Chrigtians are tenderhearted (Eph.
4:32) and have been known to cry upon occasion in funeral homes
and hospitals. These are tears of sympathy.

JESUSWEPT OVER JERUSALEM (LK. 19:41-45). Thiswasthe
most glorious public moment of Jesus' life. He was ushered into the
city with ahero’ swelcome. Everyonelssmgmg Hispraises(literaly),

yet....He bresks down in passionate sobs.? Like the Psalmis, rivers of
waters ran down His eyes because they kept not the law
(119:53,136,158; cf. Jer. 13:17). Like Paul, there was great heaviness
and continua sorrow in His heart for His kinsmen according to the
flesh (Rm. 9:2,3). He had done all He could to get them to believe, yet
they persisted in doubt. He had come that they might be enlightened,
but they chose darkness (Jdn. 1:11). He wanted for them the abundant
life, but they wanted eternal death (Jdn. 10:10). The city He had just
entered was on God's “hit-list” (Mt. 24: 4-34) and Sodom and Go-
morra got off easy by comparison (24:21).* These voices now shout-
ing, “Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the
Lord” (19:38), would soon scream, “Crucify him, crucify him, His
blood be on usand on our children” (Mt. 27:25; MKk. 15:14).

Jesus il weeps for logt cities and souls. He longs for men to mourn
over their own sins (Mt. 5:4), so He won't have to. A Middle Ages
legend tells of agirl expelled from heaven but told if she brought back
the gift God vaued most, she would be readmitted. She tried a blood
drop from a dying martyr; she searched out the coins a dedtitute

widow gave the poor; she brought back a powerful preacher’s Bi-
ble; she gathered dust from missionaries shoes who served long
years in disant lands. Each time she was regjected. Then she
watched a man on horseback stop at afountain. Seeing a small boy
playing, he was reminded of his own childhood innocence. Then,
seeing his sin-hardened face reflected in the pool, he was overcome
and wept penitent tears. She took one of those tears to heaven
whereupon the door opened wide (2 Chron. 7:14; Isa 55:7; Ezek.
18:21; 2 Kgs. 22:19).°> The logt die daily, unprepared for what
awaitsthem. Many never give the afterlife an afterthought. We must
make them think. Jesus let His tears drive Him to Cavary; ours
must drive us to tel of Cavary (Mk. 16:15). These are tears of
SOIrow.

JESUSWEPT IN GETHSEMANE (Heb. 5:5-7). TheBiblehere
reveals adetail about that night in the Garden that neither Matthew,
Mark, Luke, nor John gives us. It says, “...when he had offered up
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that
was able to save him from desth, and was heard....” Jesus wept in
Gethsamane the night He was arrested. Thiswas not silent, personal
grief, but loud, public crying. The disciples—had they been
awake—could have heard it a the stone'sthrow distance® This
episode shows Chrigt’'s humanity. He did not want to suffer Cal-
vary's humiliaion, pain, and separation (Heb. 12:2). He prayed that
God find some other way to save man, but there was no Plan B
(Mk. 14:32-35; Lk. 22:40-44).

Americans take 33,000,000,000 aspirins ayear.” Jesus knows every
headache. Sixty- to-nlnet)é percent of medicad office vidits are for
sress-related symptoms.” Jesus knows every stressor (Ecc. 8:16;

Lk. 10:40; 21:34). Man is the only creature God made that can cry.

No other experiences sorrow to the extent we do. Countless pillows
are wet each night with heartache' s tears, and deep fleesfrom dread
of the future. Jesus sees every tear and understands every fear. We
can cast our cares upon Him, for He cares (1 Pet. 5:7; Psa. 23:4; 2
Cor. 1:3-7; 2:4; 7:2-11).). He understands because He has been
there. Augustine of Hippo said, “ God had one Son on earth without
sin, but never one without suffering.” Everybody has problems; the
wise ones let their troubles drive them to the Garden of prayer.
Thesearetears of Sruggle.

At the tomb, He wept for a hurting family. On Olivet, He wept for a
logt city. In the Garden, He wept for a cursed world. The tomb tears
are a oring, belonging to a household. The Jerusdlem tears are a
river, belonging to a whole country. The Garden tears are the seg,
belonging to the whole world. Big boys sometimes cry—for Chris-
tians never outgrow being children (of God). ¢

Endnotes. ‘Groaned inthe spirit comes from embrimasthai (from aroot meaning, “to
snort as a horse with anger”) which means, “to have indignation on, to sigh with chagrin...”
It is used three other times in the New Testament. In Matthew 9:30 and Mark 1:43, Jesus
sternly charged the blind men and the leper not to publish the fact that He had healed them.
In Mark 14:5, the spectators reproached the woman who anointed Jesus' head with the
costly ointment, because they thought that it was wastefully extravagant. Barclay com-
ments, * Deep emotion seized Jesus so that an involuntary groan was wrung from his heart
Interestlngly the root of the word Paul uses for weep here (klaio) means, “to
sob, or wail @oud.” It does not just mean to become teary-eyed or weep silently (dakruo).
heword is klaio again.
“Sodom and Gomorrah got off easy in the sense that their's was over in an
instant. The siege on Jerusdlem stretched out long enough that people starved.
5Don McCullough, “Jesus the Judge” Preaching Today, Tape No. 129.
6Srong ischuros, means “forcible; boisterous, mighty” and crying, krauge,
could be translated “an outcry (it comes from aroot, krazo, meaning, “to croak as araven;
scream aloud; shriek, exclaim”). "Reader's Digest Book of Facts, Harvard
Business Review (11-12/94).

Amber used to be called "the tears of the sea' because those
lovely tear-shaped gems were found in the cold waters of the
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How to Reducethe Risk of

Heart Attacks @1 '
Would you believe the answer is, /5*3)‘
//e
/A |

“attend church?” | know what you (S
are saying: “Preachers will do any-
thing to get people to come to
church.” Right? Wrong! This infor-
mation came from the International
nal

of Cardiology. The headlines read: “Religious faith
wards off heart

attacks. Recent discovery: Non-religious people have
a heart attack risk two and a half times higher than
that of religious people—regardless of serum choles-
terol or blood pressure levels.” How could that be? |
am not a doctor, but | have afew idess.

Christians do not have to live with guilt. As a child
of God, | can know that the blood of Jesus continues
to keep me pure every day (1 Jn. 1:7). Even though |
foul up, | can repent and live with the confidence of
knowing | am safe in the arms of my Lord. | am free
to enjoy forgiveness.

Christians are part of a loving family, the church. In
a day when many families are shattered by divorce,
alcoholism, and many other problems, as a Chris-
tian, | have something that remains the same. My
spiritual family, the church, is there to help me make
it through the worst of times. Like a grove of Red-
wood trees that interlocks roots to survive the
storms, the church is there to help through mutual
support, shared love, and patient understanding.
Christians do not have to fear death. That fear kept
mankind in bondage until Jesus came (Heb. 2:14,
15). We know that we will be resurrected, or bodies
changed from physical to spiritual, and that we will
live forever with God. David said, “ Though | walk
through the valley of the shadow of death | will fear
no evil, for thou art with me” (Psalm 23:4).

Want to avoid a heart attack? See you in church Sun-
day.

Wrong Weapon

A teacher was tdlling her class about
the Chrigtian’ sarmor. After spesk-
ing of the bresdplate of righteous
ness and the shield of faith (Eph. 6:15-17), she asked,
“Now Paul dso says that we should carry a wegpon,

[a—

[a—

[a—

which is the word of God. Do you remember what he ]
caled the Word of God?' Receiving no answer, she

added, “It's something that cuts, something that is very
sharp.” Then one of the little fellows answered a very

-~ morning with a rusty, old, bent birdcage. He set the
_birdcage on the pulpit, causing a few raised eye- &

TheBird Cage »

“Preacher Thomas' entered the church building one

Q)

brows. Then he began to speak; “Y esterday morning
| came across a young boy who had three scared
birds in a cage shivering from the cold. | asked
him, ‘What you got there? *Just some dumb old
birds!” *What you going to do with them? ‘Tease \
‘em, play with ‘em, and pull out their feathers!’ \
‘Then what you going to do with them? ‘Feed ‘em

to my cat; he likes birds!’

The preacher went silent for a moment, then
asked, ‘How much you want for them? ‘Oh, you don't want these,
they're ugly and they can’'t even sing.” ‘How much? came the preacher’s
definite reply. The boy thought for a moment and then said, ‘ Fifty bucks.’
The preacher reached into his pocket and pulled out fifty dollars. The boy
took the money and vanished. The preacher picked up the cage, walked
to the end of the alley where there was a tree and a small grassy spot. He
opened the door and by gently tapping the bars to the cage, coaxed the
birds out into the grass. They were free.”

That explained the birdcage on the pulpit. Then he proceeded to
tell this parable...." One day Satan and Jesus were walking, and Satan had
just come out of the Garden of Eden, he was gloating and boasting. ‘Yes
sir, | caught me a whole world of people. Set a trap they just couldn’t
resist. Yep, got ‘em dl.” “What are you going to do with them? came the
reply. ‘Gonna have some fun with them; teach them how to hate, hurt,
and kill each other.” ‘Then what are you going to do? ‘Oh, then I'll de-
stroy them and bring them down into my kingdom.’

Jesus paused, “How much do you want for them?’ “Oh, you
don’'t want them. They'll just hate you, spit on you, mock you, and Kill
you. They don’t want you.” Jesus paused and looked straight into Satan’s
soul, “How much? Satan looked at Christ and sneered, ‘All your tears, al
your blood, all your footsteps, all your strengths...al your life.” Jesus paid
the price, picked up the cage, and opened the door.”

“For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly” —Romans 5:6

L ove Recognizesthe Effort
A minister was busy in his study preparing a sermon. He remembered that
he had left a book he needed downstairs. He called his little g
daughter and explained where she could find the book. She (
went gladly, but returned in a moment with the wrong one. He
hardly looked at the book but kissed her and said, “Thank you,
darling.” When she had gone, feeling happy and contented, he
went quietly for the book he needed.

*Charity suffereth long, and is kind...” (1 Cor.
13:4).

K egp going strong, most great games arewon on the
lagt play.
] “Lifeisether adaring adventure, or it isnothing” —Helen
Keller



by Chuck Webster

Want Some Good News?

A Gdlup poll showed thet nine out of ten
married people were faithful to their gpouses.
Four out of five would marry the same person
again. The report pictured most Americans as
fathful, romantic, and happily married!

Five Steps to a Better Marnage:

] Accept Each Other: When | wak on the
beech to watch the sunset | do not cdll out, “A
little more orange over to the right, pleass” or
“Would you mind giving usless purple in the
back?’ No, | enjoy the dways-different sun-
s as they are We do wel to do the same
with people we love (Carl Rogers). “Better is
the end of a thing than the beginning thereof:
and the patient in Spirit is better then the proud
ingoirit” (Ecc. 7:8).

] Watch for Begtles A mighty tree stood
high upon the mountain. It survived the hail,
the heavy snows, the storms; the bitter cold of
many years. Then findly it was fdled by an
attack of little beetles. And 0 it is with mar-
riage. Solomon warned us to avoid the little
foxesthat “spoil thevines’ (Song 2:15).

] Ad,Don't React: A mariageislikealong
trip in atiny rowboat: if one passenger dartsto
rock the boa, the other hes to Seady it;
otherwise, they will go to the bottom together
(David Robet Reuben). The Bible says
“consider one ancther to provoke unto love
andtogoodworks’ (Heb. 10:24).

] Work at It: “And they lived happily ever
ate” is one of the mogt tragic sentences in
literature. It tells afalsehood about life and hes
led countless generations of people to expect
something from humean exisence thet is not
possble on thisfragile, failing, imperfect earth
(Joshua Loth Ligbman). “...comfort yoursdves
together, and edify one ancther, even as dso
yedo” (1 Thes 5:11).

] TakeTimefor Each Other: Guard agang
over-commitment. Even  worthwhile and
enjoyable activities become damaging when
they consume the last ounce of energy or the
remaining free moments in the day (James
Dobson). “Let thy fountain be blessed: and
rgoice with the wife of thy youth” (Prov.
5:18).

When | was around thirteen and my
brother was ten, Father promised to take

COmmunication...

—Redbook magazine reported that money and in-laws are no longer major causes of di-
vorce, as they once were. The study showed lack of communication, changing goals, and
sexual problemsasthe major causes of marital difficulties.

Peter Drucker, often caled the “father of American management,” claimsthat 60 percent of
all management problems are a result of faulty communications. A leading marriage coun-
sdor says that at least haf of dl divorces result from faulty communication between
spouses. And criminologists tell us that upwards of 90 percent of al criminds have diffi-
culty communicating with other people. —Nido Qubein

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it...so ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth
himself” —Ephesians 5:25-28

And Sweet Pickles...

A happy couple had aways raised cucumbers and made sweet pickles together. The hus-
band just loved to watch things grow. Thus he spent his winters studying the seed cata-
logues to get the best possible cucumbers. The whole family enjoyed preparing the soil,
planting and caring for the plants. He would often go out and just enjoy the way they grew.
Hiswife loved to make sweet pickles. She studied the best recipes and the best methods of
preparing and preserving them. They were such a happy family, and al their visitors went
home with ajar of their famous pickles. The church aways had agood supply of their pick-
lesaswdll. People marveled at thisfamily that had found a project to do together.

Finally, the man died. The next spring al the children returned home. They said to
their mother, “We know how much you love making pickles, so we are going to prepare the
garden and plant them for you.” The mother smiled and said, “ Thanks, but you don’'t have
to do any planting, for | redlly don’t enjoy pickle making. | only did that because your father
loved to grow cucumbers so much.” The children were al amazed, but the youngest son
was upset, because the father had pulled him aside not too long before and shared with him
that heredlly didn’t like growing cucumbers, but only did it to please the mother!

Isthis a happy or asad story? In many waysit is happy. They were happy doing
for each other. People enjoyed being with them. But why is it dso sad? Primarily, because
they were not able to share their changing needs and joys with each other. Instead of grow-
ing, they stagnated in the performance of what they thought were their dutiesto each other.

And A Wedding Ring...

In Thornton Wilder’s play The Skin of Our Teeth, the character Mrs. Antrobus says to her
husband, “1 didn’t marry you because you were perfect. | married you because you gave me
apromise.” Shetakes off her ring and looks at it. “ That promise made up for your faults and
the promise | gave you made up for mine. Two imperfect people got married, and it wasthe
promise that made the marriage.”

"Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands,
love your wives, and be not bitter against them” —Colossians 3:18-19

And A Smile...

A mature-looking lady had an appointment with amarriage counselor and told him flat out:
“1 would like to divorce my husband.” To this, the counselor replied, “Well, do you have
any grounds?’ She answered, “Why yes. We have dmost an acre.” The puzzled counselor
asked her, “You don't understand. What | want to know is do you and your

husband have a grudge?’ The lady answered, “Actualy, we

don't, but we do have a nice carport.” At this, the
counsglor shook his head and said, “Maam, I'm
sorry, but | just don't see any reason why you
should divorce your husband.” The lady looked
at the counsdlor and said, “It's just that the man
can't carry on an intelligent conversation.”
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Satan in Heaven?

Areader inquired, “ Something stated in a previousissue made me
think you believe Satan is ill in heaven. Please comment.”

In discussing the destiny of Satan, we commented: “Evidently,
Satan il has access to heaven (Job 1-2; Zec. 3) but one day will
be thrown out (Rev. 12:7-12).” This statement was meant to com-
municate that Satan is sometimes called by God to appear in
heaven and that he would ultimately be thrown into the lake of fire
but was, admittedly, not very well-worded.

At some time in the past, Satan was cast from heaven.
Jesus said, “...| beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven” (Lk.
10:18; cf. Rev. 9:1; 12:7-9; 20:2). He is called the “god of this
world” (2 Cor. 4:4). Still, he “...is subject to the government of
God, and dependent on his commands’ (Barnes Notes, p. 101), and
if caled to appear before God, would be required to go and obey.
We mention this because Job 1:6 and 2:1 picture Satan as sum-
moned to appear “beforethe Lord” with the “ sons of God.”

In Scripture, this phrase “sons of God” can refer to either
angdls or godly people (Rm. 8:14,19; Phil. 2:15). Job uses the
phrase three times (1:6; 2:1; 38:7) and seems to mean angels. For
instance, the clearest passage (38:7) saysthe “sons of God” shouted
for joy at the world' s creation (no men were around).

Some understand “sons of God” in Job 1 to mean the
family of Job, or other godly people. This may be the case, but
makes | ess sense because Job was not present (why would his sons
be there but not him?) and did not know anything about Satan be-
ing behind his suffering (he erroneoudy blames God, 1:21). It is
also possible that the angels and Satan appeared “before God” at
some place other than heaven, since God is omnipresent (Psa. 139),
but God's throne is in heaven (Psa. 11:4), and Satan says he had
just come from “going up and down in the earth.”

A pardld passage may help usinterpret Job 1. Machaiah
saw “...the LORD sditting on his throne, and &l the host of heaven
standing by him on his right hand and on his left. And the LORD
sad, Who shal persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fal at
Ramothgilead? And one said on this manner, and another said on
that manner. And there came forth a spirit, and stood before the
LORD, and said, | will persuade him. And the LORD said unto
him, Wherewith? And he said, | will go forth, and | will be alying
spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt per-
suade him, and prevail also: go forth, and do s0” (1 Kgs. 22:19-22;
cf. 2 Chron. 18:18). In this passage, God is in heaven (where His
throneis, Psa. 11:4), the “host of heaven” is the same as the “sons
of God,” and “the lying spirit” the same as Satan.

In summary, this is not a question that will affect our eternd

degtinies We can dl agree that Satan
goes only where God dlows and is
“bound with a chain” in this age
(Rev. 20:1,2). He will ultimatdy be
cag down to the lake of fire The
important thing is that we avoid go-
ing there with him. John warned,
“And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life wes cast
intothelakeof firg’ (Rev. 20:15).

*Oh, it must be 2 good church, Harry!
They have scalpers!”

SorheAmazing Animals

Hints (in order): Ex. 8, 10; Acts 28:3-6; Jn. 6:9-12; Mk. 5:13; Mt. 17:27;
Jonah 4:7; 2 Kgs. 2:24; 1 Kgs. 2:11; 1 Sam. 6:7-12; Num. 22:28.

1. What four creatures did God send as plagues upon the

Egyptians?

2. What venomous creature bit Paul on the hand but did not
harm him?

3. What did Jesus use to feed the five thousand?
4. Where did Jesus send the legion of unclean spirits He had
cast out of aman?

5. What did Peter find with a coin in its mouth?

6. What did God send to destroy the vine that shaded the
sulking prophet Jonah?

7. When children laughed at Elishafor his baldness, what
appeared that mauled the children?

8. What croaking birds fed Elijah in his solitude by the brook
Cherith?

9. What two animals owned by the Philistines carried the ark
of the covenant back to Israel?

10. What foreign prophet had a talking donkey to ride on?

Bible Baptisms
Hints(in order): Acts 8:12-13; 1 Cor. 10:1-2; Acts 16:14-15; 2:41; 9:18;
10:23-48; Mt. 3:11; Acts 8:38; 16:26-33; 2:38

. What magician came to be baptized by Philip?
. Who was “baptized” in the Red Sea?
. What tradeswoman did Paul and Silas baptize?

. How many were baptized on the day of Pentecost?

. Who baptized Paul?
. What Roman officia did Peter baptize?

No o~ WNE

. What kinds of baptism did John promise the Christ would
administer?

. What foreign dignitary did Philip baptize?

. What man of Philippi took Paul and Silas home and was
baptized by them?

©

10. What did Peter say had to precede baptism?
Answerstolast month’squegtions: Children in the Bible: 1. Gideon (Jd.

8:30);
2. Cain (Gen. 4:1); 3. Ham (Gen. 9:18-24); 4. David (1 Sam. 17:12-14); 5.
Ephraim (Gen. 41:51-52); 6. Seth (Gen. 4:25); 7. Jacob/Esau
35:16-18); 10. Younger (Lk. 15:11-32); 11. Ahab (2 Kgs.
10:1); 12. David (1 Chron. 3:1-9); 13. Aaron (Ex. 7:7); 14.
Benjamin (Gen. 35:16-18); 15. Esau (Gen. 25:25-26); 16.
Rehoboam (2 Chron. 11:21); 17. Heman (1 Chron. 25:5); 18.
Isaiah (11:6); 19. Job (1:5); 20. Ephesians (6:1); 21. Elijah (Mal.
13:12); Which Church? 1. Philippi (Phil. 2:25); 2. Corinth (Acts 18:8); 3.
Antioch (Acts 13:2); 4. Troas (Acts 16:9).
Send your answersin for an opportunity to win a new
Bible, New Testament cassettes, or Bible Dictionary.
WE'll grade and return all entries.

(Gen. 25:23-26); 8. Thomas (Jn. 11:16); 9. Rachel (Gen.
4:6); 22. Jair (Jd. 10:3-4); 23. Timothy (1 Tim. 3:4); 24. Jesus (Mk.
Answers



Reading Someone
Else'sMall

Twenty-one of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament are letters originally sent to an individual Christian, single church, or
group of congregations in the same geographic region. As we read the New Testament, it helps to notice to whom a book (letter or
epistle) was written, by whom, and for what purpose (the theme of the book). As with the other books of the New Testament, each
book centers on Jesus Christ.

LETTERSON LIVING FOR CHRIST (21)
Romans—Righteousnessin Christ (Key verses. 1:16,17; 3:21-25/16 chapters/433 verses)
1 Corinthians—Handling Problems in Christ’s Church (1:10-13; 6:19,20; 10:12,13/16 chapters/437 verses)

2 Corinthians—Examine Y ourselves in Christ (13:5/13 chapters/257 verses) y
Galatians—Freedom in Christ (2:20,21; 5:1/6 chapters/149 verses) 1
Ephesians—Unity in the Body of Christ (2:15; 4:1-3/6 chapters/155 verses) e

Philippians—Rejoice in Christ (4:4,12/4 chapters/104 verses) % \ 0

Colossians—Submit to Christ, the Head of the Church (1:18; 2:9,10; 3:1,2/4 ch./95 verses) ‘b,
1 Thessalonians—Christ is Coming Back (3:12,13; 4:16-18/6 chapters/89 verses)

2 Thessalonians—Be Patient as Y ou Follow Christ (2:2,3; 3:4,5/3 chapters/47 verses)

1 Timothy—TFight the Good Fight of Christ (3:15,16; 6:11,12/6 chapters/113 verses)

2 Timothy—Preach the Word of Christ (3:14-17; 4:2/4 chapters/83 verses)
Titus—Maintain Good Works for Christ (3:1,8/3 chapters/46 verses)

Philemon—Accept One Another in Christ (1:16,17/1 chapter/25 verses)
Hebrews—Christ is Better (4:14-16; 12:1,2/13 chapters/303 verses)

James—Practical Living for Christ (1:19-22; 2:14-17/5 chapters/108 verses)

1 Peter—Persecuted for Christ (1:10-12; 4:12,13/5 chapters/105 verses)

2 Peter—Add to Y our Faith as a Follower of Christ (1:5-8; 3 chapters/61 verses)

1 John—Love Y our Brother in Christ (4:19/4 chapters/105 verses)

2 John—Abide in the Doctrine of Christ (1:9,10/1 ch./shortest book of the NT/13 verses) O m hd
3 John—Be a Fellow Helper with Christ (1:8/1 chapter/14 verses) J S 9\

Jude—Contend for the Faith of Christ (1:3/1 chapter/25 verses)

If you would like the Survey of the Bible study guideto aid your under standing, we'll send it for free.
PROPHECY (1)

: HOW MAY WE HELPYQOU? . Featured Materials:

- (CLIPAND MAIL TO THE ADDRESS ON THE BACK) . Checkthe Bible subjects you want to study further (free):

. | _ + [JThismonth’s packet (new booklet plus al below)
: 7Y ES! | want to learn more about Jesus and the Bible. Please * [JHTH Booklet: Shall We Gather at the River?

- enroll mein the“Survey of the Bible” Study Course. - [HTH Booklet: Excellence (Pursuit of aSuccessful Life)

: 11 am interested in seeing the “ Visualized Bible Study” Video Series. : [Jesus Messageto Today's World

: 01 would like adaily schedule for reading the entire Bibleinayear. ~ : [Rulesof BibleStudy  yAccepting Bereavement
! 71 would like to receive your weekly news etter/bulletin. : yrdlingFromGrace yChoosing aMate (youth)
: 111 would like to learn more about your Bible school. -/AreBabies Bon in Sin? yHow We Got the Bible

. . . : . . . [Time Chart of Bible Times yArmegeddon

- [11 would I!ke aride to Bible classes and/or worship Services. : [lstheBible Really God's Word? yPremillinidism

: 1 would like to learn more about your programs for: children/teens  : | \what Must I Do fo be Saved? yDivorce

- college/singles'young couples/adults/seniors (circle one/more). * [What isthe Church of Christ?  yUnity

: /1 have aprayer request: : [)What About the Thousand Y ear Reign?

: [l aminterested in learning more about what God requires of meto * [)What About the Thief on the Cross?

- besaved. Please have someone schedule a personal visit with me. . [JCan aGood God Send Oneto Hell?

: Name: Address: - [IDoes Every Person Have Right to Own Belief?
Phone: ; [Queeslalglesiade Cristo yOther:

[IBack issues of Houseto House/Heart to Heart

&mmmmammm\mmmmmmmmm
h “How to Get More Tittie Out of Your Day (ahd What to to

~Asdways, dl materids/ sarvices are provided absolutdy FREE asaministry of the church! ~
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In the Interest of Christian

H

Christianity without

Denominationalism?

Can you have a church without it being a de-
” nomination? Yes By following the Gospd
pattern Jesus and His gpostles taught, we can
duplicate today the dynamic church found in
the Book of Acts. Theworld had never heard of

adenomination et that time.
A little investigation into the New
Testament shows tha the Frst Century

h

churches were nothing like today’s monstrous man-originated de-

nominations. When Jesus promised, “..I will build my
church...” (Mt. 16:13-18), He did not have in mind a group divided
into small parts, teaching different doctrines and opposing each
other. We know this because He prayed that al Hisfollowerswould
be “ong’ (Jn. 17:20,21) and added dl those saved to one church
(Acts 2:47). He sent the Holy Spirit to further ingtruct that there
would be “one body” (Eph. 4:4), and reprimanded those who intro-
duced divisive doctrines and practices (1 Cor. 1:10).

Jesus proclamed, “I am the way, the truth and the
life...” (dn. 14:6). When we follow Jesus by imitating His love and
obeying His commandments, there is no need for membership in
any religious group founded and directed by mere men. Whet isthe
Lord’ sway? Jesustaught lost sinnersto:

] Hear and believe His Gospd (Jn. 6:44-45; Rm. 10:17).

] Repentfromall sins(Lk. 13:3; Acts17:30).

] Confess Him before others (Mt. 10:32; Rm. 10:10).

] Be baptized in water for forgiveness of sins (Mt. 16:16;

Acts 2:38; 22:16; 10:48; 1 Pet. 3:21; Jn. 3:5; Tit. 3:5).

Those who became disciples were smply caled “Chrigians’ (Isa.
62:2; Acts 11.:26). They were neither “ites,” “ics” not “ists,” nor
“Brand A, B, and C’ Chrigtians. They were added to the Lord's
body, His church (Acts 2:40-47), and no one “voted on their mem-
bership.” Such practices are foreign to the New Testament.

The New Testament church has no organization on earth
larger than locdl congregations. Each was led by elders, served by
deacons, preachers, and teachers. There was no governing body to
hand down doctrine or to take dues. Jesusis“...the head of his body,
the church...” (Eph. 1:22,23; Col. 1:18). The headquarters of the
Lord's church are in Heaven, where He resides at God' s right hand
(1 Pet. 3:22), not in Rome, Congtantinople, Jerusdem, Salt Lake
City, Nashville, Memphis, nor Cleveland, Tennessee.

The churches of Chrigt have no creed but Chrigt, and no
guidebook but the Bible. We plead for unity based on conformity to
identical teaching. This unity is not Smply an agreement to dis-
agree, but a genuine willingness to “...spesk as the oracles of
God...” (1 Pet. 4:11). We seek to “ gpesk where the Bible spesks, to
be dlent where it is silent; to do Bible things in the Bible way, and
to call Bible things by Bible names.”

It will never work, you say? Come and see. The church of
Chrigt welcomes your visits and investigation. <

“Religion is giving God what he wants.” Peter Lord’s definition

/////é Tell Me More About
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Jesus Took After His Father—
and HisMother

‘.' We may say of ababy, “He looks like his mother.” As
\)

father's
see traits of

he gets alittle older and devel ops a personality, we
may say, “He took after his father.” Jesus was
.‘... God's Son (divine) (In. 3:16), yet He was

Mary’s Son (human) (Mt. 1:18-25). So,
which was it—human or divine? Did Jesus
take after His Father or His mother?
Both! A baby is completely his
son and completely his mother’s son. We can

both in any child. And we see some of both

His Father and mother in Jesus. Jesus often showed His “human
side” of compassion, physical weakness, and spiritual struggle
(LK. 4:1-11). Jesus also showed His “divine side” of miraculous
power, remarkable wisdom, and insight into the secrets of men’s
hearts (cf. Jn. 2:25). Consider afew examples:

]

It was the mother’ s son who was so tired that He slept in the
back of aboat during a storm (Mt. 8:24), but it was the Father’s
Son who awoke to say, “Peace be still,” and the wind hushed at
the sound of Hisvoice (8:26).

It was the mother’s son who sat wearied on a well in Sychar
(Jn. 4:6), but it was the Father’s Son who offered the Samaritan
woman the water of life (4:14) and knew all her personal his-
tory (4:17) .

It was the mother’s son who wept for Lazarus' grieving sisters
(Jn. 11:35), but it was the Father's Son who said, “Roll away
the stone...” and cried, “Lazarus come forth” (11:39,43). As
Man, He sympathizes with us in our sorrows and separations,
and as God, He sends them away.

It was the mother’ s son who cried in the garden, “Let this cup of
suffering passfrom me’ (Mt. 26:39a), but it was the Father’s Son
who said, “Not my will but thinebedone...” (26:39b).

It was the mother’ s son who cried out, “1 thirst” from the cross
(Jdn. 19:28), but it was the Father’s Son who said, “Father, for-
give them they know not what they do” (Lk. 23:34).

It was the mother’ s son who lifeless body was buried in atomb
on Friday (Mt. 27:60), but it was the Father’s Son who rose
from the grave on Sunday morning (Mt. 28:6).

It is the mother’ s son who, because He lived among us, knows
our human weaknesses (Heb. 4:15), but is the Father’s Son
who stands at God’s Throne interceding for us (1 Tim. 2:5).
Jesus was God—He knows our needs. Jesus was man—He un-
derstands our feelings. —Allen Webster

CHRIST:






	num5pg3
	num5pg4
	num5pg5
	num5pg6
	num5pg7
	num6pg2

